
WELCOME!

mai.thws.de

Welcome Event of the 
Master’s Programme Artificial Intelligence

https://mai.thws.de/en/


Programme

13:00 - 13:10
Welcoming by the Dean of the 
Faculty of Computer Science and 
Business Information Systems

13:10 - 14:30
Important information concerning the 
study programme and the modules 
(MAI Programme Leader)

Prof. Dr. Frank-Michael Schleif

Prof. Dr. Pascal Meißner

14:30 - 15:00
Information on German courses 
(Campus for Language Proficiency) Dr. Eleonore Lemmerich

15:00 - open end
SHL + CAIRO Campus Tour MAI students (3rd semester)



Master - Artificial Intelligence
Frank-Michael Schleif

Program Leader: Pascal Meissner
pascal.meissner@THWS.de
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Welcome to your AI study in Würzburg

Figure: https://www.study-in-germany.de/en/plan-your-studies/
study-options/cities/wurzburg/

https://www.study-in-germany.de/en/plan-your-studies/study-options/cities/wurzburg/
https://www.study-in-germany.de/en/plan-your-studies/study-options/cities/wurzburg/


2/24

How to study in Germany? - Be in or on time

Figure: That’s so german: https://www.dw.com/en/
typically-german-a-cartoonists-perspective/a-46179528

https://www.dw.com/en/typically-german-a-cartoonists-perspective/a-46179528
https://www.dw.com/en/typically-german-a-cartoonists-perspective/a-46179528
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How to study in Germany? - Be accurate

Figure: That’s so german: https://www.dw.com/en/
typically-german-a-cartoonists-perspective/a-46179528

https://www.dw.com/en/typically-german-a-cartoonists-perspective/a-46179528
https://www.dw.com/en/typically-german-a-cartoonists-perspective/a-46179528
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How to study in Germany? - Be patient

Figure: That’s so german: https://www.dw.com/en/
typically-german-a-cartoonists-perspective/a-46179528

https://www.dw.com/en/typically-german-a-cartoonists-perspective/a-46179528
https://www.dw.com/en/typically-german-a-cartoonists-perspective/a-46179528
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Rules and policies

1

1
https://tinyurl.com/y98cp6kx

https://tinyurl.com/y98cp6kx
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Germans like policies . . .

▶ APO - General examination policies https://tinyurl.com/ms8sxvbu

▶ SPO - Study and examination policies https://tinyurl.com/4vmf4mwu

READ IT !!! - https://mai.thws.de/en/

. . . and acronyms
▶ SHL - Sanderheinrichsleitenweg (FIW main building)
▶ FIW - faculty of computer science and information systems
▶ CAIRO - center of artificial intelligence (Zellerau)
▶ MAI - master of artificial intelligence (https://mai.THWS.de/en/)
▶ HSIN - international office international.thws.de
▶ HSST - examination office (be polite and obey the opening hours)
▶ ITSC - computer service center (be polite - see https://itsc.THWS.de/

. . .

Extra info: https://www.uni-passau.de/en/housing/german-laws-everyday-life/

https://www.studying-in-germany.org/part-time-jobs-in-germany-for-international-students/

https://tinyurl.com/ms8sxvbu
https://tinyurl.com/4vmf4mwu
https://mai.thws.de/en/
https://mai.THWS.de/en/
international.thws.de
https://itsc.THWS.de/
https://www.uni-passau.de/en/housing/german-laws-everyday-life/
https://www.studying-in-germany.org/part-time-jobs-in-germany-for-international-students/
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Study style I

Study is the guide to:

self-study - your ! responsibility
▶ Recap the teaching material together

with your fellow students

▶ Participate actively and follow the lec-
ture material (not only listening)

▶ You are not alone - collaborate with
you fellow students

We help but are not your parents nor at your (permanent) service. Check:
https://www.instagram.com/fiw.thws (fiw channel) + mai.thws.de/en

https://www.instagram.com/fiw.thws
mai.thws.de/en
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Study style II

▶ Do the assignments in time, following
the rules ( Plagiarism leads to disci-
plinary action! )

▶ Read and know the study policies
▶ Decide which exams you are ready for
▶ Sign Up for the exams -

campusportal.thws.de

campusportal.thws.de
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Tutors

Figure: We have two tutors Sahar Moghtaderi and Abdelrahman Elsisy for MAI which are
happy to answer questions. Further information will be provided at the MAI webpage. https:
//mai.thws.de/en/advice-and-service/

https://mai.thws.de/en/advice-and-service/
https://mai.thws.de/en/advice-and-service/
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Teaching style

Teaching may be very different to what you are used to

▶ lectures and exercises are often interweaved

▶ learning does not stop in the class room - use the time
around!

▶ homework (also unmarked) is an essential part
▶ teaching is expected to be interactive (ask and answer

to questions)
▶ the lecture material is not a script - take notes, read

suggested literature . . .

▶ prepare for the exam early enough
▶ exams are in general transfer based (Learning by heart

is absolutely not sufficient)
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It can be a lot of fun!

Figure: MAI students from the cairo opening 2022.
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Half time - Questions?

2

2
From https://www.aarp.org/entertainment/television/info-2021/super-bowl-halftime-shows.html

https://www.aarp.org/entertainment/television/info-2021/super-bowl-halftime-shows.html
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Proposed structure of the MAI curriculum

Figure: https://mai.THWS.de/

Three steps to happiness.

https://mai.THWS.de/
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Step I

Figure: https://mai.THWS.de/

https://mai.THWS.de/
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Courses - 1st semester

▶ Mathematical Foundations of AI - math recap (algebra,calculus,probability)

▶ Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning - machine learning concepts and
classic methods

▶ Introduction to Deep Learning - neural network architectures
▶ Reasoning and Decision making under uncertainty - reinforcement learning
▶ A2 german certificate (not organized by us, but Campus Sprache) - within 1 year!
* Elective - Different topics see mai.thws.de/en

* Scientific Seminar - literature research, reading and writing academic texts

mai.thws.de/en
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Electives (in SoSe and WiSe possible)

▶ You need to take at least 2 electives over your
study each with 5 CP (ECTS)

▶ We will have a short presentation of some
electives at the start of the semester

▶ Are changing over time - we do not ensure that
the elective is offered again

▶ You decide what and when (constraints in the
module description)

▶ If you sign up for the exam of an elective, you
are assigned to this elective and must take the
exam.

Figure: (c) Jorge Cham 2008
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Exams I

▶ THWS calendar: https://www.thws.de/beratung-und-service/bewerbung-immatrikulation-pruefungen-praktikum/

▶ Official rules are only those given in the SPO /APO see mai.thws.de/en
▶ If your final bachelor certificate was not ready it must be shown to HSST until the

first exam period starts
▶ You do not have to take all exams scheduled in the plan (be responsible)
▶ No prep-courses for an exam; we do not provide older exams for self-tests
▶ If you feel unprepared do not register for the exam (or de-register early enough)
▶ Portfolio runs over the semester (as soon as you submit something you are in) - ill

during an assignment? (see above)

https://www.thws.de/beratung-und-service/bewerbung-immatrikulation-pruefungen-praktikum/
mai.thws.de/en
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Exams II

▶ (De-)register for exams at the Campus portal https://campusportal.thws.de/

▶ You are ill? - let us know (HSST) + get a sick certificate (clinician)
▶ You can postpone exams (see SPO) and repeat twice!
▶ Strict deadlines until which semester all modules have to be tried at least once
▶ In two modules you can improve grades upon request (form)
▶ You can take more than two electives and select the two best grades (only upto 4

extra modules can be listed in your certificate)
▶ Do not forget to take your extra credits (if needed, within two semesters)

We have always strict deadlines and we like forms!

https://campusportal.thws.de/
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Step II

Figure: https://mai.THWS.de/

https://mai.THWS.de/
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Projects

▶ You need to take at least 1 project (equals two courses) over your study
▶ Projects only start in the winter (not in the summer!)
▶ We will have a short presentation of some projects at the start of next semester
▶ Are changing over time - we do not ensure that the project is offered again
▶ Some projects are provided by externals (from industry)
▶ Offers are listed on E-Learning
▶ You decide what project you take - you need to have / find / setup a team (3-4 stu-

dents)
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Step III

Figure: https://mai.THWS.de/

https://mai.THWS.de/
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Questions?

3

3
From http://www.simpliteach.com

http://www.simpliteach.com
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Where do I find ...

Rooms: lectures, seminars, project work and electives are done here:

4

Figure: https://fiw.THWS.de/

or in the CAIRO Building (Franz Horn Strasse 2, Zellerau)

4
https://fiw.THWS.de/en/our-faculty/our-building/

https://fiw.THWS.de/
https://fiw.THWS.de/en/our-faculty/our-building/
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Where do I find ...

Examination office - in the ground floor (not shown), dean’s office in the third floor

4

Figure: Dean’s office (note the white post box!) https://fiw.THWS.de/

4
https://fiw.THWS.de/en/our-faculty/our-building/

https://fiw.THWS.de/
https://fiw.THWS.de/en/our-faculty/our-building/
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Where do I find ...

Your professors, lecturers, seminar managers, research assistants

Figure: . . . are hard to catch - please email first!

. . . or make an appointment (https://fiw.THWS.de/fakultaet/personen/)

https://fiw.THWS.de/fakultaet/personen/
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Where do I find ...

Your MAI professors with the research groups and some labs

Figure: . . . may be also in the CAIRO building!

. . . this is in the Zellerau
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Where do I find ...

Course material and communication via E-Learning:
▶ one E-Learning course per module - see https://elearning.THWS.de/
▶ some material could be at the THWS cloud: https://cloud.THWS.de/
▶ the library - many literature online: https://bibliothek.THWS.de/en/
▶ we have a branch of the library in the second floor (use it)

Figure: FIW library

https://elearning.THWS.de/
https://cloud.THWS.de/
https://bibliothek.THWS.de/en/
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Questions?

4

4
From http://www.simpliteach.com

http://www.simpliteach.com


German and English Language Courses @THWS

Campus Sprache 
(Campus for Language Proficiency)

at the Technical University of Applied Sciences Würzburg-Schweinfurt



Würzburg

Locations of Campus Sprache

2

Campus Villa Hella Waltenberger
Randersackerer Str. 15
97072 Würzburg 

Schweinfurt

Campus Ledward 
Johann-Modler-Weg 2, Building 21 
97421 Schweinfurt 

 +49 9721 940-6310
 campus.sprache@thws.de

online

tel:+49%209721%20940-6310


CEFR – language levels

3

Basic user Independent user Proficient user 

A1 A2 B1 B2 C1 C2

Breakthrough Waystage Threshold Vantage
Effective 

Operational 
Proficiency

Mastery

The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages 
(CEFR) differentiates between six different levels of language 
proficiency: 



4

Campus Sprache - language courses

German courses A1-C1 English courses B2-C1www.thws.de/clp 

https://www.thws.de/en/further-education-thws/foreign-languages/german-language-courses/
https://www.thws.de/en/further-education-thws/foreign-languages/english-language-courses/
http://www.thws.de/clp


Free online placement tests

5

Sprachtest.de German/ German:
English:

English: German: 

https://sprachtest.de/


6

In most English-language degree programmes at THWS, international students must 
provide proof of German A2 by the end of the second semester. 

 
Accepted certificates:
o German language certificate from the Goethe Institut, minimum level A2
o Telc certificate at minimum level A2
o UNIcert® Certificate, minimum UniCert® Basis
o Language certificates for minimum level A2 obtained at the Technical University of Applied 

Sciences Würzburg-Schweinfurt
o Proof of private language schools with documented performance (points, grades, etc.) in the 

four competence areas of listening, reading, writing and speaking at level A2 or higher.
o Austrian language diploma German (ÖSD) (ÖSD)

Proof of A2 for international students

Overview of language entrance requirements:
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Basic German programme at Campus Sprache: 

Basic German modules - start winter semester

A1 course: during winter semester (October – January) 
A2 course: during summer semester (March – July)

Basic German modules - start summer semester

A1 course: during summer semester (March – July)
A2 course: during winter semester (October – January) 

 

Proof of A2 for international students
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semester-long courses October – January

Intensive courses: January / February / March

registration: September 20 – September 30 
•  2 x 135 minutes/week
•  up to 90 teaching units
•    usually 6:00-8:30 pm

registration: depends on course start
•  4 x 180 minutes/week
•  up to 90 teaching units 
•    usually 2:30 pm-6:00 pm

lecture-free period

Course hours during winter semester



9

semester-long courses March – July

Intensive courses: July / August / September

registration: March 10- 20 
•  2 x 135 minutes/week
•  up to 90 teaching units
•    usually 6:00-8:30 pm

registration: depends on course start
•  4 x 180 minutes/week
•  up to 90 teaching units 
•    usually 2:30 pm-6:00 pm

lecture-free period

Course hours during summer semester
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Course registration

www.thws.de/clp 

http://www.thws.de/clp
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Course registration

Scroll down ...
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Course registration
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Course registration
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Course registration



Cancellation

15

Only possible within 14 days after 
registration! 

Please note: With your registration 
you occupy a seat in the course. If 
you don’t cancel within deadline, 
you won’t be reimbursed even if 
you don’t attend!

After registration

Course start

Directly after registration, you will receive an 
automated email to “Confirm Booking and 
payment ”. An email with the payment details 
will be sent to you within the following few 
days.

Prior to course start:

o you will receive an email by Campus Sprache
with all course details

o should a course be cancelled, we will inform 
you as soon as possible (this rarely occurs in cases 
where the minimum number of participants has not been 
reached)

https://buchung.thws.de/en/events/optin/7f25f992e2c5492e93e6411a399d1cc9?cHash=f1dad525405a73895c2635d8a0703f9b
https://buchung.thws.de/en/events/optin/7f25f992e2c5492e93e6411a399d1cc9?cHash=f1dad525405a73895c2635d8a0703f9b
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What else should you know?

www.thws.de/clp 

http://www.thws.de/clp


Certificates

Requirements

Exams

17

depending on course and fulfilment of requirements:

- THWS Language Certificate (digital)

- UNICert® Certificate (German A2-B2) 

for levels A2-C1: completion of preceding level of 
proficiency 

For level A2: during the registration process, the 
upload of a German certificate or placement test 
result (at least A1) are required (link to placement test 
will be given)

contain four sections: listening, reading, writing, speaking

What else should you know?

https://www.thws.de/en/further-education-thws/foreign-languages/certificates/
https://www.unicert-online.org/akkreditieren-und-zertifizieren/zertifikate/
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What is UNIcert®?

• standardized teaching and examination system in higher education
• takes into consideration the linguistic needs of university students 

and their objectives
• UNIcert® certificates are recognised by many institutions in Germany

UNIcert®

What is UNIcert®? UNIcert® map (accredited universities)
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UNIcert® certificates at Campus Sprache:

• for THWS students only

• for German courses A1+A2, B1 and B2

• course participation of at least 75% 

• all four parts of the exam (listening, reading, writing 
and speaking) must be passed

• in order to obtain the UNIcert® Basis certificate (levels 
A1&A2), proof of A1 must be provided if not obtained at 
Campus Sprache

UNIcert®
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UNIcert® levels offered at Campus Sprache

• Proficiency levels A1 to B2:

       UNIcert® Basis (A1&A2) – 18 ECTS
       UNIcert® Level I (B1) – 9 ECTS
       UNIcert® Level II (B2) – 12 ECTS 

• Note: ECTS only on certificate → not listed in your student portal and usually do 
not count towards the ECTS you have to complete in your degree programme! 

• These ECTS might be useful, for example, when you change universities or for 
various applications 

UNIcert®



Payment

Fees for THWS 
students
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An email with the payment details will be sent to you 
within a few days after your confirmation of course 
registration.

€285 For the entire course, including the first take 
of the exam and the issuance of the initial print of 
the certificate.

€139 for a retake (within two semesters; open only 
to participants who have attended 75% or more of 
the classes and failed one or two exam sections 
(speaking, listening, reading, writing) only.

What else should you know?
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Course format and approach

CEFR-oriented

steep 
progression

university-specific

action-oriented

internationally-oriented
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Conversation and practice 
outside the classroom

Sprachcafé



Address:

Hochschulgebäude 21 
Johann-Modler-Weg 2
97421 Schweinfurt

Tel: +49 9721 940 6310

campus.sprache@thws.de

www.thws.de/clp

LinkedIn!

https://www.thws.de/clp 

Office hours: 
Please have a look at our homepage 
to find out about short-term 
changes of opening-hours!
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Campus Sprache office

scroll down to view 

our office hours

http://www.fhws.de/clp
http://www.fhws.de/clp
https://www.linkedin.com/company/campus-weiterbildung
https://www.thws.de/clp
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Any other questions?
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Thank you for your attention!

See you soon at Campus Sprache!

Eva Scholtyssek   
  M.A.
  Deputy Head of 
  Campus Sprache

Anke Baier 
M.A.
Coordinator, 
German courses

Eleonore Lemmerich 
 PhD 
 Coordinator, 
 English courses

Katharina Jedamzik
M.A.
Associate 
Coordinator

Alicia Schmitt
Office 
Management

Marina Wetterich
Office 
Management

Graphics: shutterstock.com; pixabay.com; private
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